beana AxmaayiauHa

YerBepTh Beka, Mapuna, ToMy,
kak EnaOyra nmacturcs paem

K OT/IOXHYBILEMY JIOY TBOEMY,
HO U pail eMy MaJl 1 HEpaBeH.

Heyxenu K BCeBEAEHBIO MYK,

4TO TeOE yIaI0Ch KaK yjaaua,

s 100aBIt0 OecPOpPMEHHBIN 3BYK
JIBAX Bl MHOIO TTPOTIETOTO TuTa4a’?

JIBe 6€CCMBICIIHITBI - MEPTB U MEPTBA,
JIB€ ITYCTBIHHOCTH, JIBA yJIapECHBS -
IAPCKOCENBCKUX CAJ0B JEPEBA,
MEePEICTKUHCKAX POLIULL IEPEBBA.

N ycuiibeM IByX 3TUX KOHYUH

TaK rcueprnaHa OyayIHOCTh CJIOBA.
He ocranoce HY yCT, HM IPUYKH,
4TOOBI HaM 3aT€BaTh €0 CHOBA.

Bnpouewm, B 3T0M yTpare cyna

ecTh cB00OA U €CTh 0E3MSATEKHOCTD:
nepe KeM IIaMeHEeTh OT CThIa,
OCKOpOJIsisi cTpaHul] O€TOCHEKHOCTh?

Kak mroonna! Bo3moskHo au 371€ii?
be3 nporienus, 6e3 ooemanbs
MMEHa HX JII0OOBBLIO TBOEH

OBLIM COCJIaHBI B 1aIb 000KaHb.

Cpenu Bcex TBOUX OeJl U TieTe
TOJIBKO JIBa T€OE€ €CTh YTCIICHbS:
YTO HE 3Haja ABYX dTHUX CMEpTeH
¥ BOCIIEJA JIBA OTUX POXKIICHBSI.

1966

Bella Akhmadulina

For a fourth of a century's while
you've reposed in Yelabuga's Eden,
but, Marina, for forecheads that wide,
even Eden is tight and uneven.

Will, indeed, the omniscience of woe
you've perfected like any vocation,

be complete with the orderless blow
of my chanted two times lamentation?

Two absurdities — his grave and hers,
two 1nanes, two grammatical genders.
Tsarsko-Selsky imperial firs,
Peredelkino pinery's splendors.

Insomuch these two ends have eclipsed
and exhausted all lettery matters

that we're left neither reasons nor lips
to continue our literate madness.

Yet there is liberation and peace

in the loss of the paramount judgment.
For, whose ear would I fear to displease
desecrating this lily-white parchment?

How you loved them! Who'd fiercer admire?
Unforgiving and uncompromising,

you commanded their names, with your lyre,
into exile above the horizon.

And amidst all your grief and distress

you've been blessed with but two consolations:
to have seen neither one of these deaths

and have sung each of these two creations.

Translated by Alexander Givental and Elysee Wilson-Egolf



