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The purpose of these lectures is to introduce the present year’s research programs at MSRI to 
the mathematical sciences community in Berkeley. The talks will be expository and 

nontechnical, providing some of the flavor of ongoing research at MSRI.  
Graduate students and Postdoctoral Fellows are particularly invited to attend 

these lectures. 
 

 
Cluster algebras arise in various algebraic and geometric 

contexts, with combinatorics providing a unifying framework. 
My presentation of the basic definitions and results of this 

emerging theory will be guided by two sets of examples: 
coordinate rings of classical algebraic varieties, and cluster 
algebras associated with bordered oriented surfaces with 

marked points. 
 


