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The purpose of these lectures is to introduce the present year’s research programs at MSRI to 
the mathematical sciences community in Berkeley. The talks will be expository and 

nontechnical, providing some of the flavor of ongoing research at MSRI.  
Graduate students and Postdoctoral Fellows are particularly invited to attend 

these lectures. 
 

 
The mapping class group of a surface incorporates the beautiful 

geometrical and dynamical properties of self-homeomorphisms of 
the surface. These properties can in turn reflect back on the algebraic 

structure of the mapping class group, allowing one to understand 
certain algebraic properties of subgroups of mapping class groups. 

 


