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The purpose of these lectures is to introduce the present year’s research programs at MSRI to 
the mathematical sciences community in Berkeley. The talks will be expository and 

nontechnical, providing some of the flavor of ongoing research at MSRI.  
Graduate students and Postdoctoral Fellows are particularly invited to attend 

these lectures. 
 

 
On a closed 3-manifold there can be at most one hyperbolic metric. 

However, an open 3-manifold can have many distinct hyperbolic 
structures.  In this talk we will describe an elementary construction 
of large families of (almost) hyperbolic metrics on the product of a 

surface and the real numbers. We will also connect this construction 
to Thurston's Ending Lamination Conjecture and its recent proof by 

Brock-Canary-Minsky. 
 


