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If you've ever attended an algebraic geometry seminar, perhaps you’ve heard mention of
the famous method of blowing up. Despite the fearful-sounding name, blowing up is fairly
simple to describe and is quite powerful. In this talk I’ll describe the process through many
cheerful pictures and examples so that hopefully your next algebraic geometry talk will be
that much less fearful. Of course, no Halloween talk would be complete without an array
of devilish lemmata and surprising twists. Will this talk provide haunting thrills unlike any
other? You betchal

3 am the very model of a modern Major General,

J've information vegetable, animal, and mineral,

3 Enow the Lingf of Lngland, and J quote the figbtf biftorical
Srom Naratbon to Waterloo, in order categorical

3'm very well acquainted, too, with matterf mathematical,

3 underftand equationf, both the fimple and quadratical,

Wbout binomial theorem J'm teeming with a lot o’ newf,
With many dyeerful factf about the fquare of the hypotenufe!

— @ilbert Sullivan, Lo P
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