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1 Sample Text

2 Phonology

2.1 Vowels
� �� �� 	 
 
� 	� � � plus nasalized (

�
 ) plus long (
�
 ) (that is

[
� � � 	 
 � � � � ])

2.2 Consonants

� � �� �� � � � � � � � � � � � ! " �# � $ # %
2.3 Remarks

• There is a type of vowel harmony: ...

3 Nominal Morphology

4 Verbal Morphology

Subject Prefixes

Active Stative
Sing. Plur. Sing. Plur.

1 � �� & � & � ��� & � � &
2 � �� & � � &
3mn � & � 
� & � �� & � � &
3f �� & �� 
� & �� �� & �� � &
ES # & # � &

(ES is the “echo-subject” marker...)

Object Suffixes

Sing. Plur.
1 & " �� & � �� �
2 & �� & �� �� �
3m & " & " �� �
3n & � & � �� �
3f & % & % �� �

• Imperative marker: � 
� � �� &
• Negative Imperative marker: # �	 &

• Perfective suffix: & �� ' � (
• Continuous circumfix: Sing:� & & �
 ) ! Plur:� & & �
 ) !
• Past: Active: & � /& * Stative: ' 	� ( � & /� &

5 Syntax

• Indefinite adjectival prefix % �� &
• Much/many: + � ��� �� ��� or the proclitic � � � =
• Emphatic particle: � �� � ' # (
• 2 classes of verbs: Stative (� ��� + � �
� � , �� �� + � �
� � ) and

Active (� �� +� �� � , + �� � �� � )
• Active-to-Stative suffixes: Patient: & *
• Active-to-Stative suffixes: Agent: & �
�

6 Examples

• , - . / 0 12 - , 3 -4 . 5 674 8 5 69 , {� �� & + � � & � & �� � % �� & +� �
� � � �� � } I

saw a big bird.

• /2 5 674 8 5 69 , , : / . / 0 ; < 0 {� & � �
� � � �� � � & ' 	� ( � & + � � & ! & " ��}
The big bird was seeing me.

• =2 >: . ? 0 , < 0 @ -4 , {# �	 & � �� � & " �� � �� � } Don’t kick me!!

• 8 A4 12 -4 . ? 04 , < 04 {� 
� � �� & + � �� � & " ��} Kick me!

• 3 -4 . ? 04 , >74 5 69 , {% �� & +� �� � & �
� � �� � } a kicking bird

• 3 -4 . ? 04 , >74 B 6- 8 {% �� & + � �� � & �
� * �� � } a kicking dog

• 3 -4 . ? 04 B 5 69 , {% �� & + � �� � & * � �� � } a kicked bird

• , >-4 < . 5 674 8 {� ��� & +� �
� � } I am big

• 3 -4 . 5 674 8 5 69 , {% �� +& � �
� � � �� � } a big bird

• /2 5 674 8 5 69 , . , / 0 B / - C . ; ? 04 B < 04 {� & � �
� � � �� � � & + � � & * & � �� �# & +� �� � & * & " ��} The big bird saw us and kicked me

7 Sample Lexicon

• � �� � n. – bird

• � �
va. – see

• � �� � va. – kick

• � �
� � vs. – be big

• * �� � n. – dog

• � 
� � n. – cat
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