Maxwell Alexander Rosenlicht,
a distinguished mathematician and
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics
at the University of California Ber-
keley died January 22 while visit-
ing Hawaii. He was 74.

Professor Rosenlicht was born in
Brooklyn, New York on April 15,

MAXWELL ROSENLICHT

1924 and attended public schools in
Brooklyn, in particular Erasmus
High School. He received a bach-
elors degree from Columbia Univer-
sity before going on to Harvard for
his doctoral degree. There he stud-
ied under the noted algebraic geom-
eter Oscar Zariski. He also consid-
ered Solomon Lefschetz as a men-
tor. Rosenlicht was awarded a Na-
tional Research Fellowship and in
1952 joined the Mathematics faculty
at Northwestern University. In
1958, he joined the Mathematics
faculty at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.

Rosenlicht was widely known for
his many research contributions to
algebraic geometry, algebraic
groups, and differential fields. In

1960, he was awarded the Frank ‘

Nelson Cole Prize in Algebra by the
American Mathematical Society for
his seminal 1954 paper on general-
ized jacobian varieties. This prize
is awarded every five years by the
Society for outstanding research
contributions in algebra.

FAREWELL TO MAXWELL ROSENLICHT

Rosenlicht was the recipient of a
Fulbright Research Professorship
and a Guggenheim Fellowship, as
well as a Miller Fellowship and a
Fulbright Teaching Fellowship.
During his career he served as Vis-

-iting Professor at the University of

Rome, the University of Leiden, the
Institut des Hautes Etudes at Bures-
sur-Yvette, France, the University of
Catalunya, the National University
of Mexico, and Harvard University.
He served a term as Chair of the
Department of Mathematics at UC
Berkeley from 1973-1975. Calvin
Moore, current Chair of the Depart-
ment of Mathematics at Berkeley
said, “Max Rosenlicht was one of
the leaders of the Department and
contributed during his many years
of distinguished service to building
the Department to its premier sta-
tus. He trained many fine students.”
Professor Rosenlicht retired from
UC Berkeley in 1991.

Professor Rosenlicht is survived
by his wife of 45 years, Carla
Zingarelli Rosenlicht; son Nicholas
of Berkeley, his wife Barbara and
granddaughters Elizabeth and
Chloe; daughter Elizabeth Regan of
Oakland and her husband Don; son
Alan of Seattle; and daughter
Giovanna Marley of Davis, her hus-
band Kevin and grandson Jesse; his
sister Estelle Stolovy of Washing-
ton, DC and her three children.

To the last, he maintained his
burning interest in travel, art, music

and history. He died rereading

“Anna Karenina.”

A Memorial Service was held on
February 28. Contributions may be
made to the UC Berkeley Founda-
tion for the Maxwell Rosenlicht
Graduate Fellowship Fund and sent
to the UC Berkeley Department of
Mathematics, 94720-3840.
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS

(continued from page 2)

admissions, financial support, and aca-
-demic advising and academic support to
provide opportunities for graduate
Mathematics study at Berkeley. The
Mathematics Opportunity Committee
continues its functions of recruiting stu-
dents who have demonstrated excep-
tional promise despite having encoun-
tered in their earlier education limited
resources or other circumstances that
may have affected their preparation. The
Department remains especially inter-
ested in helping women and minority
students successfully complete their
graduate study at UC Berkeley. Q

GREETINGS FROM THE

The MGSA represents the graduate
students in departmental affairs. The
MGSA is responsible for recruiting stu-
dents to various committees whose de-
cisions affect graduate student life, and
serves as a vital tool whereby students
can get things done. The MGSA also
organizes some of the fun activities in
the department, such as the fall and
spring picnics, creating T-shirts and
mugs, putting pictures of first-year stu-
dents in room 1015, etc. Officers for
this year are Saul Schieimer, Megumi
Harada, Wayne Whitney, and Noam
Shomron; the present office czars are
Christine Heitsch and Kashi Abhyankar.

In recent years, the MGSA has set
up the Mathematics United Student In-
formation Center (MUSIC) room,
Evans 708 South, which holds a small
- non-circulating library of essential

MSRI

(continued from page 9)

Mathematics (surely the world’s first
“Chern-Simons Professor”). This very
significant collaboration between MSRI
and the Department of Mathematics will
continue in future years. )
MSRI is also developing corporate
collaborations. We are currently review-
ing candidates for a new Visiting Re-
search Professorship, supported by
Hewlett-Packard Laboratories, which
will begin next year. In residence this
year are our first two MSRI/Hewlett-
Packard postdocs. Next year we expect
to have two new postdocs supported by
Hewlett-Packard and two supported by

MGSA

graduate-level textbooks, computer ref-
erences, and departmental information.
Recently received are a generous dona-
tion of an assortment of journals for this

library, as well as a useful complement -

of pre-1970 Mathematical Reviews.
The current MGSA officers are con-
tinuing the recent tradition of the Gradu-
ate Student Colloquium, organized by
graduate students for graduate students’
benefit. More advanced students give
talks for beginning students, often as an
introduction to their research areas.
We would like to emphasize that the
MGSA officers serve as representatives
for the Berkeley graduate student com-
munity. We welcome any comments,
suggestions, concerns, or advice. Please
email us at mgsa@math.berkeley.edu,
or drop by our weekly meeting, Fridays
at 1:00 pm, in Evans 1041. Q

Microsoft. In these ways, MSRI is be-
coming a meeting point for many streams
of mathematical science.

Thanks to great support from the math-
ematical community, and, in particular,
from the UCB Department of Mathemat-
ics, the NSF “recompetition” has been
going well for Berkeley and MSRI. This
comprises of some 18 consortia of uni-
versities all over the country competing
for the privilege of hosting three NSF
mathematics institutes. The final deci-
sion by the National Science Board will
be made in May; look for a party at MSRI
soon thereafter! Q
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